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PLAN YOUR GARDEN

When planning your wildflower or pollinator gar

about how plants, sunlight, and space all work
A little planning helps your garden grow healthy a
full of life all year long.

1. START WITH YOUR SPACE
Decide how big your

garden will be. Even
a few pots or a small
corner can make a

big difference

Sketch your sp r, marking where the

2. CLEAR THE WAY

Before planting, remove the
grass and weeds so your
wildflowers don't have to fight
for space.



SUN MAP YOUR GARDEN

A sun map helps you see where sunlight and shade
during the day. It shows which parts of your gar
sunny enough for wildflowers.

are

YOU'LL NEED:

e A piece of paper or garden plan
e A pencil and colored markers
e A clock or timer
e A safe outdoor space to ok

STEPS:

1.Draw your garden
trees, fences, or th

2.Check every 2-3 ho
Each time

3.Use differ Il sun, partial sun, and
shade.
4.W review your map. Which areas

ich stayed shaded?

- 6+ hours
un - 4-6 hours
tly'Shade - less than 4 hours

Vow you ! know exaclly where i planl
wla/&z//w;%igzzf/jm ol




CHOOSE PLANTS FOR
POLLINATORS

A wildflower garden isn't just about pretty

.I.
it's about creating a space that feeds and she
pollinators all year long.

easier for them to spot. Try planting

\
»//4/‘ V five to seven of the same kind
\‘A oge’rher instead of scattering single

) \ SN plants.

Clusters also make it easier for bees
and butterflies to collect nectar

without using too much energy.
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GARDEN GRID PLANNER

Use this garden grid to plan your own garden. You can assign each s

specific space (e.g. 1 square = 1 square foot) and color in where y
specific plants. You can color code your grid by building a leg
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WHERE BEES LIVE

Not all bees live in hives!

Most native bees make their homes in quiet,
hidden places right in the garden. By leaving
some natural materials in your yard or
outdoor space, you can give them safe spo
to rest, nest, and raise their young.

Here are a few simple ways to arden a welcoming

home for bees and other pollinatt
LEAF LITTER

me-building. Leaves
and give insects a warm




POLLINATOR OR NO

Cut out the bug images and sort them betwee

pollinators and not pollinators.
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GARDEN | pare | JTODAYS |  PLANTSBLOOMING | DIDANYTHING
VISITOR WEATHER TODAY CHANGE?
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Wildflower

A ftlower that
grows naturally
without béing
planted.

Native Plant

A plaat that naturally
grows ima specitic
region and supports

the local ecosystem.

Habitat

A natural home or
environment for
plants, insects, or

animals.

ECOSHS*@VH

A community of living
things interacting
with each other and

their environment.
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" FLORIDA'S
EASY TO GROW
NATIVE PLANTS




BEACH & TAMPA VERBE

Glanautariz mariima / Glanailoria y L

Clusters of pink-lavender
flowers that spill and
spread—drought-tough

and pollinator-friendly.

Verbena is highly salt- and

drought-tolerant

e Containers, beds, and mass plantings 3-4
ft apart

Verbena atiracts...

e Butterflies & moths
e Bees



BLUE-EYED GRAS
Jisyrinchium angusivl

This isnt really grass—it's a
tiny lily with bright purple-
blue flowers and sunny

yellow centers!

HARDINESS 8A-11

jes of gardens or along paths
orning sun is extra-nice for blooms

Blue-Eyed Grass attracts...
e Bumblebees and sweat bees
e Hoverflies

e Birds who eat the seeds



PRAIRIE CONEFLOWER
Raltbiah pinnali

A bright yellow wildflower
with drooping petals and a
tall cone-shaped center—
great for adding sunny color
in late-season gardens.

Coneflower attracts...

Nu

rous pollinators

ngbirds (for the seeds)
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WHAT ARE WILDFLOWERS?

Wildflowers are plants that grow naturally in a place — without
people planting them in neat rows like a farm crop. Mé@ny
wildflowers are native plants, which means they've been
growing in that region for a very long time.

Wildflowers can grow in fields, forests, aloAgyroadsides, and
even in backyards. They come in many colorstand shapes, and
different wildflowers bloom at differ@nttimes ofithe year.

WILDFLOWERS ARE IMPORTANT BECAUSE THEY:

e provide nectar, pollen, seeds,‘and shelter for wildlife
e help support healthy soil
e can grow well without extra fertilizer

WILDFLOWER VS.GARDEN FLOWER

A garden flower isusually

planted and cared foriy
Not every flower you see

growing wild is a “good
wildflower.™ Some plants
are non-native and can
spread Too fast. Thats
why many gardeners
choose native wildflowers
for their area.

people. A wildflower can‘grow
on its own in thefrightiplace —
especiallylifiit’s native.



WILDFLOWER CHECK-IN

What are wildflowers?

Why do wildflowers matter?

Ing you can do to he/lp wildflowers




BIRDS

Wildflower patches can be like a busy stop on a wil

“superhighway.” Birds visit for food, shelter, and
rest — and wildflowers help in more than one way.

Wildflowers help birds by providing:
e Seeds that many birds eat, especial

and fall

e Insects that birds hunt (and

need to grow)
e Cover and shelter w

on insects — especially
ey're feeding chicks. When

are famous for drinking
t they also need insects for

offering nectar sources and supporting the
tiny insects hummingbirds eat.



WHO EATS WHAT?

Circle what each animal eats.

SONGBIRDS

nectar e insects * seetls

HUMMINGBIRDS

nectar * insécts * seeds

BEES

nectar *\ihsects * seeds

BUTTERFLIES

¥ nectabe insects * seeds

SMALL MAMMALS

nectar * insects * seeds

AMPHIBIANS

nectar e insects * seeds



CAUSE — EFFEC

When we plant wildflowers, there |

more and
That helps animals i
and fine

Wildflower hold
hat means

washes away

less
when it ral

usually don’t need
. Using less fertilizer can
cleaner.

BV,

ep




WILDFLOWERS PROTECT SPRINGS

Florida springs are fed by groundwater —

water that moves through the ground and
fills underground spaces.

WHY DOES THAT MA. ~R?

When pe ~nle use fertin. ~on lawns or gardens, rain can wash
some of ‘@aw.  ~atfers, zer can run into storm drains, |0kes, |

=

and river. - anc J Cn. also soak into ’rhe ground. rd 2

ﬂ',_‘_lT -

e much b 1illoer i theSuater san cause problems, like:

= .o mueh algae growing in the water
o less ear, less hedlthywater for fishiand o’rher W||o|||fe

\ | IPor" 3 W||df|ower patche? oftefgrow. without fertilizer, ’rhey
\'¢an help ‘@ducefertilizer runoff. Lessfertilizer used <less *
\ fertilizer washing away = healthier spring water.



MY WILDFLOWER PLA

Planting wildflowers can start small. Use this page to p
own wildflower patch — even if it's just a cor

your

WHERE WILL MY WILDFLOWERS GO?

A sunny spot | could use is:

HOW BIG WILL MY PATCH BE?

0 A small corner
O A strip along a fence or w
0 A garden bed
0 Other:

WHAT WILL MY

0 Fertili N
/ pesticides AT

utdoor lighting at night

NE SMALL STEP | CAN TAKE FIRST?
irst step will be:

27





