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The Renaissance Explorers: With History Projects for Kids 

Used by permission of Nomad Press 

ISBN: 9781619306912 

Who were the Renaissance explorers? How did they change the world? Being a       

Renaissance explorer was both exciting and rewarding. But it sure wasn’t easy!  
Explorers in the Age of Exploration faced many challenges and dangers as their 
ships sailed into new and unfamiliar lands. Some explorers caught diseases, while 
others battled with native peoples over control of the territory. Without the efforts 
of the Renaissance explorers, the world as we know it might have been very   
different! 

In The Renaissance Explorers: With History Projects for Kids, readers ages 10 through 
15 find out more about what it meant to be an explorer and follow the biographies 
of five famous Renaissance explorers, including Niccolò de Conti, Bartolomeu Dias, 
Vasco da Gama, Pêro da Covilhã, and Ferdinand Magellan, from their childhoods 
until their exhilarating days of scouting new-to-them lands. Using the engineering 

design process, kids develop critical and creative thinking skills with 10 hands-on 
STEAM activities. Fun facts, primary source illustrations, and links to online          
resources spark an interest in the Renaissance that goes beyond the boundaries 
of Europe. Even without a time machine, learners can experience the Renaissance! 

https://nomadpress.net/?s=The+Renaissance+Series&ixsl=1
https://nomadpress.net/?s=The+Renaissance+Series&ixsl=1
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Note to Parents 
 

The Renaissance Explorers includes several links to websites and videos that            

students can view for supplemental information. Due to the fact that web content 

often changes, we cannot be responsible for the content at each of these links and 

recommend you preview them before sharing with your students.  

 

Additionally, The Renaissance Explorers includes a few sections you may want to   

review to ensure they are appropriate for the age of learner you have and so you 

can address them in your own way as needed.  

• Page 17 suggests students investigate religious rituals of other cultures.  

• Page 24 mentions cannibalism (which is also included in the Glossary                 

assignment at the end of the chapter) as well as how some islanders saved the 

heads of their fallen enemies.  

• The “Wonder Why” section of page 34 asks students to explore how wealth and 

class influence our lives.  

• In the “Who Was Prester John” section of page 35, the book implies that                

Portugal’s missionary attempts in Africa were motivated by economic interests.  

• Page 84  includes a quote allegedly made by Ferdinand Magellan regarding the 

Church’s teaching of a flat earth. This quote is often attributed to Magellan, but 

a search of the Internet shows ample reason to doubt it is an accurate quote. 

The Church, in fact, did not preach a flat earth, as you can read more about in 

this helpful article “The Flat Earth Theory” by Jonathan Sarfati.  

      https://creation.com/flat-earth-myth 

• Pages 90-94 give a rather grim description of the explorers’ food situation,           

mutiny, response to the mutiny, and the manner of Magellan’s death.   

https://creation.com/flat-earth-myth
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NOTEBOOKING 
 

A Creative Kid’s Favorite Way to Homeschool 
 
Notebooking is a great way to learn that incorporates many different elements, 

such as open-ended questions, written narration, drawing and sketching, labeling 

diagrams, drawing maps, and more – all in the student’s own words.  

 

Notebooking allows creative students to excel and provides an opportunity 

to document learned material in a customizable way. Notebooking is a creative 

kid’s favorite way to homeschool! 

 

What is Notebooking? 

Notebooking is basically journaling. Your student’s notebook will have a written       

element and a visual component and will be a compilation of important things 

in the form of written narrations, sketches, and more that document what has 

been learned. 

 

Customizable and Creative Individual              

Notebooks 

When you are teaching multiple children of different ages, it’s easy to use the          

notebook approach in your homeschool. All you need are good living books, 

someone to read them to your children (yourself or an older child), and 

a Notebook Companion™ or blank notebooking pages. 

 

There are all sorts of creative ways to customize a student’s notebooking  

journal. If you are using a three-ringed binder, it’s easy to insert extras. Here are 

some examples of things you can add to your student’s notebook: written              

narration, artwork, maps, timelines, field trip notes and pictures, creative writing 

assignments, graphic organizers, magazine clippings, paper crafts, brochures,         

essays and research papers (as they get older), book reports, copywork,                

vocabulary journal pages, poetry, charts and diagrams, photographs, and more! 

 
 

https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product/drawing-and-discovering-nature-notebook/
https://dailyskillbuilding.com/product-category/notebook-companions/
https://homeschoolgiveaways.com/2019/05/free-blank-notebooking-page-templates/
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Notebooking with Beginners 

If your child can draw and orally narrate back to you what they have learned, you 

can start notebooking with them. You may need to ask your child questions and 

write down what they say if they don't have the ability to write it for themselves. 

They will have a blast drawing what they see in their minds, and their notebooking 

journals will be treasured keepsakes for years to come. 

 

As younger students progress with writing abilities, notebooking will be a familiar 

form of learning for them, and they will know what to do. You could also use a 

Notebook Companion™ specifically for younger children. We have Beginner's 

Notebook Companions™ for grades K-3 that incorporate drawing, narration,            

coloring, and matching.  

 

There’s No Right or Wrong Way to Notebook 

Unlike worksheets and tests, notebooking doesn’t have an answer key. There’s no 

right or wrong way to do it. Since notebooking encourages creativity and                    

individuality, your children may record totally different facts on their own pages, 

even after reading the same book. 

 

Notebooking encourages out-of-the-box thinking, and you’ll want to steer clear of        

requiring specific things to be detailed if you are using a blank notebook template 

or a sheet of blank paper. If you would like to use question prompts and boxes 

that provide space to draw specific things from the text, consider our Notebook 

Companions™, which are a great transition from worksheets to notebooking. 

 

How Do I Grade a Notebook Page? 

You may be wondering if you need to correct or grade a student’s notebook         

pages.  A notebook page is not an essay or a research paper, and you don’t want 

to mark it all up with a red pen. The idea is to encourage students to learn a ton, 

record facts they have learned, and allow them to ENJOY it! You can save grading 

papers and critiquing writing skills for when they are doing a composition              

assignment or a grammar lesson. Notebooking success is simply watching your 

students enjoy learning! 
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How to Use This Notebook Companion™ 

All our Notebook Companions are self-paced. You simply use the Notebook                  

Companion™ alongside the book it accompanies, and students complete the                

notebooking pages as you read through the book together or independently.  

 

Discovering Great Explorers of the Renaissance 

Notebook Companion™ for The Renaissance Explorers 

This Notebook Companion™ begins with an introduction to exploration during the           

Renaissance and includes notebooking questions and sketching opportunities. At 

the end of the introduction is a Wrapping Up section that includes a journaling          

activity and a timeline activity.   

 

Each of the five chapters on famous explorers includes: 

 

• notebooking questions 

• sketching opportunities 

• a Wrapping Up section that includes optional journaling activities, glossary 

work, an opportunity to create a comic book page about the explorer, a               

Biography Fact Sheet, map work, and timeline work; an option is also provided 

for adding the timeline information to the master timeline template found at 

the end of the notebook 

 

At the end of the notebook, students have the option of completing a final                  

glossary activity that covers words that were not included in previous glossary 

work.  

 

Additional notebooking pages are also included for additional written narration or 

further study.  

 

An Answers Index is also provided to help the parent or teacher check the answers 

given in the exercises.  
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Niccolò de’ Conti  

Introduction & Journey to Persia  

Read pages 12-19 of The Renaissance Explorers. Answer the questions with 

what you learned.  

Where was Niccolò de’ Conti from? _____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

When and where was Conti born? ______________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

When did Conti die? ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you notice about the map on page 12? _______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How is it thought that Conti’s family may have earned their fortune? __________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where did Conti live as a teenager? ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do we not have a solid, accurate record of when events in Conti’s life   

happened?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SAMPLE
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How would you answer the questions, “If someone were to make a timeline of 

your lifetime 100 years after you died, how would they know they were using 

the right dates? Why is accuracy important in the study of history?”  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What language did Conti learn in Damascus? __________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

When did Conti head toward Baghdad? _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did he make this journey, and why was traveling this way safer? _________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize what you learned about Arabia Petraea. ___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What river did Conti travel after leaving Arabia Petraea, and what city did he 

come to?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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What country is that city now part of? __________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Where was Conti when he started dressing like the locals? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who did Conti join for the next stretch of his explorations? ____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you answer the questions, “Have you ever traveled with people 

you don’t really know or trust? What was it like?”  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What harbor city on the Gulf of Oman did Conti visit? __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What were some of the products exported from this area? ____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a picture of the Bibi Maryam mausoleum.  

 

 

 

SAMPLE
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India and Beyond  

Read pages 19-26 of The Renaissance Explorers. Answer the questions with 

what you learned.  

How long did it take Conti to reach India, and in what city did he first arrive?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What tragic Indian custom did Conti learn about? ______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you answer the “Wonder Why” question on page 19? ______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Indian coastal cities did Conti visit that taught him about ginger?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What was an important part of how ginger was prepared? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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After visiting these coastal cities, Conti traveled about 300 miles inland to what 

city?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Conti notice about the king who lived in Bizenegalia? _______________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

On page 21 of The Renaissance Explorers, the wives and families of explorers 

are discussed. What explorer is mentioned who, in addition to Conti, had a 

wife who joined him on some of his explorations?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How many children did Conti and his wife have? _______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What city was famous for the church where the apostle Thomas’ body was 

buried?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Conti find in the city of Cahlia? _______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What did Conti observe about a type of palm leaves? __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

SAMPLE
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What fruits did Conti try in Malabar, and how did he describe them? __________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

How would you answer the questions, “Would you rather explore new lands as 

part of an organized expedition or with your family? Why?”  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

From India, Conti traveled east to what island? What country is the island now 

a part of?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What natural resources did find here? What was significant about some of 

them?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 SAMPLE
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Draw a durian fruit.  

After he left the island and sailed for two weeks, Conti became the first               

European to visit what region?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What animal did he mention was abundant there? ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What river did he travel on while in this country, and what capital city did he 

visit?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What city did Conti visit in southern Burma, and what kingdom was it once the 

capital of?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

SAMPLE
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What Indonesian islands did Conti explore next? _______________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Draw a picture of proboscis monkeys.  

What two maps did Conti’s information contribute to? _________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conti may have been the first European to see what kind of bird? _____________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE
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Journeying Home and Leaving a Legacy 

Read pages 27-31 of The Renaissance Explorers. Answer the questions with 

what you learned.  

What are some of the places Conti visited on his voyage home? _______________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who did Conti meet near Mount Sinai, and what part did this man play in           

preserving Conti’s legacy?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What tragedy struck Conti while he was in Egypt? ______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

What other stressful situation happened to Conti while he was in Egypt?  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who wrote an account of Conti’s adventures in southern Asia? ________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

When did Conti die? ____________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

SAMPLE



Discovering Great Explorers of the Renaissance 

29 

 

Who was Zheng He? Summarize his life and explorations. _____________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Instead of a king or queen, who paid for Conti’s explorations? _________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How long did Conti travel without returning home? ___________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did Conti’s knowledge of languages help him? ____________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How did Conti’s explorations influence other Europeans? ______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wrapping Up 

Use the following pages to complete these projects:  

 If you completed the “Make a Compass” and “Try This!” projects, write a 

journal entry about what happened.  

 Copy the Conti quotes shown on pages 17, 19, and 23 onto a journal page.  

 Complete the glossary page by writing the definitions for the words listed 

on page 30 as well as the word “Renaissance.” You can find the definitions 

in the Glossary at the end of the book.  

 Illustrate a scene from Conti’s life as if you were creating a page in a comic 

book.  

 Complete the Biography Fact Sheet with the information you learned about 

Conti.  

 Complete the map work activities by drawing and labeling the route Conti 

took as shown on page 16. On the second map, label the Tigris River,            

Ganges River, and Irrawaddy River that were mentioned.  

 Create a timeline of Conti’s life using the dates and facts shown on pages 

14-15 of The Renaissance Explorers. If you are creating a master timeline, 

add them to the master timeline at the end of the unit as well. 

 

SAMPLE
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Glossary 

cannibalism: ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

caravan: _______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

lagoon: ________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

merchant: _____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

culture: _________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

subcontinent: __________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Renaissance: __________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Niccolò de’ Conti   

Year of Birth: 

 

 

Place of Birth: 

Number of Children: Year of Death: 

 

 

Languages Spoken:  

 

Accomplishments and Legacy:  

SAMPLE
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Niccolò de’ Conti Timeline 

  

 c. 1395  

 1414  

 

1420 

or 

1421  

 

Late 

1420s-

Early 

1430s  

 1437  

 1439  

 1469  SAMPLE




